
Welcome to the Cloquet Middle School!!
(Updated December 2022)

Middle school is an exciting time for our students!  We do our best to provide the very best
opportunities for ALL students as they learn, grow, and prepare for high school.  At CMS we talk a lot
about Lumberjack Pride.  We take pride in our school, our community, and of course our students.  We
believe in supporting, encouraging, and preparing each and every student who enters our doors.  Our
motto is “All kids can learn, We can teach them, No exceptions, No excuses”.

We have provided this handbook to help students and parents understand the policies and
procedures used at the Cloquet Middle School.  Students are encouraged to read this document carefully
with their parent/guardian.  It should answer many of your questions regarding school rules, student
dress, discipline, and attendance policies.

The Student/Parent Handbook is comprised of four parts:
Part I - Information
Part II - Academics
Part III - Rules and Discipline
Part IV - Health and Safety

Cloquet District policies referenced throughout the handbook can be found on the Cloquet District
website (www.isd94.org).  Click on “Our District” at the top and then “District Policies” on the left.

Cloquet Middle School is committed to maintaining effective communication.  We encourage both
students and loved ones to keep current with upcoming events and activities by checking our website at
www.isd94.org and making sure we have updated contact information.  As always if you have any
questions or concerns please call the Middle School Main Office (218-879-3328) and we will get you the
help you need.

Cloquet Middle School Mission Statement

Cloquet Middle School is dedicated to connecting academic, social and personal
growth to empower student ownership in problem solving during the learning

process.  Consistent expectations and standards will be used to assure literacy and
individual mastery in all academic areas.  We are committed to using all available

resources by evaluating classroom, district, and state assessments to support the
ongoing success of the individual learner.
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PART I – INFORMATION

Arrival and Dismissal Hours
School building hours are 8:30 AM  to 3:30 PM.

● Students will not be allowed into the building before the doors open at 8:00
AM.

Closed Campus Policy
Students will remain in the building from the opening of school in the morning until the close

of school in the afternoon. THIS INCLUDES THE NOON BREAK FOR LUNCH. Students MUST
obtain an out-of-building pass in the main office for approved appointments.

● Students leaving the building without office approval will be considered truant.

Backpacks / Bags
Backpacks and bags are allowed to be brought to school.  These items need to be left in the

students locker throughout the day. They may not be taken to classrooms, bathrooms, or the
lunchroom.

Extra-Curricular Eligibility Rules
Middle school students participating in school activities will follow the same guidelines for

eligibility as the Cloquet High School and the Minnesota State High School League.
Middle school students participating in activities cannot use, or possess, any illegal

substance, including (but not limited to): alcohol, tobacco, vape paraphernalia, marijuana or any
other controlled substance.

The penalties for such behavior will follow Cloquet High School rules and guidelines for
activities.

Fees
Materials that are part of the basic educational program are provided with state, federal, and

local funds at no charge to a student. Students are expected to provide their own pencils, pens,
paper, erasers, notebooks, and other personal items. Students may be required to pay certain
other fees or deposits, including (not an inclusive list):

● Admission fees or charges for extracurricular activities, where attendance is optional and
where the admission fees or charges a student must pay to attend or participate in an
extracurricular activity are the same for all students, regardless of whether the student is
enrolled in a public or a home school.

● Cost for materials for a class project that exceeds minimum requirements and is kept by the
student.

● Security deposits for the return of materials, supplies, or equipment.
● Personal physical education and athletic equipment and apparel.
● Items of personal use or products that a student has an option to purchase such as student

publications, class rings, annuals, and graduation announcements.
● Field trips considered supplementary to the district’s educational program.
● Admission fees or costs to attend or participate in optional extracurricular activities and

programs.
● Voluntarily purchased student health and accident insurance.
● Use of musical instruments owned or rented by the school district.
● A school district-sponsored driver or motorcycle education training course.
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● Transportation to and from school for students living within two miles of school.
● Transportation of students to and from optional extracurricular activities or post-secondary

instruction conducted at locations other than school.

Students will be charged for textbooks, workbooks and library books that are lost or
destroyed. The school district may waive a required fee or deposit if the student and
parent/guardian are unable to pay. For more information, contact the Head Principal.

Fundraising
All fundraising activities conducted by student groups and organizations and/or parent

groups must be approved in advance by the Head Principal. Participation in non approved
fundraising activities is a violation of school district policy. Solicitations of students or employees by
students for nonschool-related activities will not be allowed during the school day.

Interviews of Students by Outside Agencies
Students may not be interviewed during the school day by persons other than a student’s

parents/guardians or school district officials, employees, and/or agents, except as provided by law
and/or school policy.

Lunch
Lunch is to be eaten in designated areas only. Lunch times vary by classroom. Students will

be notified of their assigned lunch time on the first day of school. Students may purchase lunch at
school or bring a prepared lunch from home. Milk will be available for purchase to supplement
lunches brought from home.

Lunch money may be deposited either online or paid directly to lunch personnel in the
lunchroom. If paying online parents/guardians may create/access your students PAYPAMS
account on the district website.

Details on negative account balances and unpaid meal charges can be located in the
District Policies section of the district website (Policy #534).

Students may be eligible for free and reduced price lunches and/or breakfasts. Free and
reduced price eligibility forms are available in the CMS main office or on the district website. For
more information regarding eligibility for free and reduced price meals, contact the CMS main
office.

Nondiscrimination
The school district is committed to inclusive education and providing an equal educational

opportunity for all students. The school district does not discriminate on the basis of race, color,
creed, religion, national origin, sex, marital status, parental status, status with regard to public
assistance, disability, sexual orientation, including gender identity and expression, or age in its
programs and activities. The school board has designated the District Superintendent as the
district’s human rights officer to handle inquiries regarding nondiscrimination.

Notice of Violent Behavior by Students
The school district will give notice to teachers and other appropriate school district staff

before students with a history of violent behavior are placed in their classrooms. Prior to giving this
notice, district officials will inform the student’s parent or guardian that the notice will be given. The
student’s parents/guardians have the right to review and challenge their child’s records, including
the data documenting the history of violent behavior.
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Outside Deliveries To School
On occasion deliveries to students during the school day might occur (i.e. flowers, balloons,

etc.). Students will be notified at the end of the school day to pick up such deliveries. At no time will
the student be allowed to pick up and carry items during the normal school hours. REMINDER: No
latex balloons are allowed in the building.

Parent and Teacher Conferences
7th and 8th grade parent and teacher conferences are held in the middle of each quarter.

5th and 6th grade are held twice a year.  Dates for CMS conferences can be found on the district
calendar which can be downloaded from the district website.  For more information, contact the
CMS Main Office.

Parent Volunteers
Parents/guardians are welcome in the schools and are encouraged to volunteer in their

children’s classrooms. To volunteer in the school building or classroom, parents/guardians should
contact the classroom teacher. Parents/guardians who visit the school should sign in at the CMS
Main Office before entering the school. For more information, contact the Head Principal.

School Activities
The school district provides opportunities for students to pursue special interests that

contribute to their physical, mental, and emotional health.  Formal instruction is the school district’s
priority.

Students who participate in school-sponsored activities are expected to responsibly
represent the school and community. All rules pertaining to student conduct and student discipline
apply to school activities.

All spectators at school-sponsored activities are expected to behave appropriately. Students
and employees may be subject to discipline.  Parents/guardians and other spectators may be
subject to sanctions for inappropriate, illegal, or unsportsmanlike behavior at these activities or
events.

The Cloquet School District is a member of the Minnesota State High School League
(MSHSL). Students who participate in MSHSL activities must abide by the MSHSL rules. The
district will enforce all MSHSL rules during the school year and in the summer as applicable.

Employees who conduct MSHSL activities will cover applicable rules, penalties, and
opportunities with students and parents/guardians prior to the start of an activity. For more
information about the MSHSL rules and student eligibility requirements, contact the Cloquet
Activities Director.

School Closing Procedures
School may be canceled when the superintendent believes severe weather or other

circumstances threaten the safety of students and employees. The superintendent will decide as
early in the day as possible about closing school or school buildings. School closing
announcements will be broadcast over the following:

● Direct Phone Message/Email sent from district Office
● TV… KBJR (6), WDIO (10), CBS (3), FOX 21 (21)
● Radio… WKLK (1230 AM, 96.5 FM), KDAL (610 AM, 95.7 FM)

If you are unsure you may always contact the CMS Main Office.

Student Property and Valuables
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Students are encouraged not to bring valuables to school. A general rule of thumb to protect
valuables is, if you do not need it in school, don’t bring it. The school does not assume liability for
lost or stolen property. (See District Policy #502 regarding stolen property and reasonable care of
confiscated items).

Steps to protect valuables:
● Never leave valuables unsecured – keep in your possession or in a locked locker
● Students should never give anyone their locker combinations
● Inquire early and often about lost property
● Label all possessions
● Make payments at the main office before school, preferably by check
● Hand any large sums of money to the main office for safekeeping

Searches
In the interest of student safety and to ensure that schools are drug free, district authorities

may conduct searches. Students violate school policy when they carry contraband on their person
or in their personal possessions or store contraband in desks, lockers, or vehicles parked on
school property. “Contraband” means any unauthorized item, the possession of which is prohibited
by school district policy and/or law. If a search yields contraband, school officials will seize the
item(s) and, when appropriate, give the item(s) to legal officials for ultimate disposition. Students
found to be in violation of this policy are subject to discipline in accordance with the school district’s
“Student Discipline” policy, which may include suspension, exclusion, expulsion, and, when
appropriate, the student may be referred to legal officials.

Lockers and Personal Possessions Within a Locker
Under Minnesota law, school lockers are school district property. At no time does the school

district relinquish its exclusive control of lockers provided for students’ convenience. School
officials may inspect the interior of lockers for any reason at any time, without notice, without
student consent, and without a search warrant.

Students’ personal possessions within a school locker may be searched only when school
officials have a reasonable suspicion that the search will uncover evidence of a violation of law or
school rules. As soon as practicable after the search of a student’s personal possessions, the
school officials will provide notice of the search to students whose lockers were searched, unless
disclosure would impede an ongoing investigation by police or school officials.

Personal Possessions and Student’s Person
The personal possessions of a student and/or a student’s person may be searched when

school officials have a reasonable suspicion that the search will uncover a violation of law or
school rules. The search will be reasonable in its scope and intrusiveness.

Student Publications and Materials
The school district’s policy is to protect students’ free speech rights while, at the same time,

preserving the district’s obligation to provide a learning environment that is free of disruption. All
school publications are under the supervision of the building principal and/or sponsor. Non
School-sponsored publications may not be distributed without prior approval.

Distribution of Nonschool-Sponsored Materials on School Premises
The school district recognizes that students and employees have the right to express

themselves on school property.  This protection includes distributing nonschool-sponsored
material, subject to school district regulations and procedures, at a reasonable time and place and
in a reasonable manner.  For detailed information, see the complete “Distribution of
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Nonschool-Sponsored Materials on School Premises by Students and Employees” policy on the
district website (policy #904)

School-Sponsored Student Publications
The school district may exercise editorial control over the style and content of student

expression in school-sponsored publications and activities. Faculty advisors shall supervise
student writers to ensure compliance with the law and school district policies. Students producing
official school publications and participating in school activities will be under the supervision of a
faculty advisor and the school principal. “Official school publications” means school newspapers,
yearbooks, or material produced in communications, journalism, or other writing classes as part of
the curriculum. Expression in an official school publication or school-sponsored activity is
prohibited when the material:

● Is obscene to minors;
● Is libelous or slanderous;
● Advertises or promotes any product or service not permitted for minors by law;
● Encourages students to commit illegal acts or violate school regulations or

substantially disrupts the orderly operation of school or school activities;
● Expresses or advocates sexual, racial, or religious harassment or violence or

prejudice;
● Is distributed or displayed in violation of time, place, and manner regulations.

Expression in an official school publication or school-sponsored activity is subject to school
district editorial control over the style and content when the school district’s actions are reasonably
related to legitimate pedagogical concerns. Official school publications may be distributed at
reasonable times and locations.

Student Records
Student records are classified as public, private, or confidential. State and federal laws

protect student records from unauthorized inspection or use and provide parents/guardians and
eligible students with certain rights. For the purposes of student records, an “eligible” student is
one who is 18 or older or who is enrolled in an institution of post-secondary education. A complete
copy of the school district’s “Protection and Privacy of Pupil Records” policy may be obtained on
the District Policies page of the district website (Policy #515).

Tardiness
It is the student’s responsibility to report to school and classes on time. When a student

reports to school after 8:30 AM  they must report to the office for a pass. Students who repeatedly
break this rule shall be reported to the office for disciplinary action.

Transportation of Public School Students
The school district will provide transportation, at the expense of the school district, for all

resident students who live two miles or more from the school. Transportation will be provided on all
regularly scheduled school days or make-up days. Transportation will not be provided during the
summer school break, except in certain circumstances. The school district will not provide
transportation for students whose transportation privileges have been revoked or have been
voluntarily surrendered by the students’ parent or guardian.

Truancy Policy
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Cloquet Public Schools attendance policy obligates us to notify the parent/guardian in
writing when a student has compiled eight (8) excused and/or unexcused absences from school
regardless of the reason.

If a student reaches three (3) unexcused absences or a total of fifteen (15) excused and/or
unexcused absences from school regardless of the reason; the truancy officer may elect to
determine that student a “continuing truant”.

At this point they may request a meeting to address the issue further. Other school officials
may be requested to attend this meeting. School services or other outside services will be offered
to assist with the problem when appropriate. A parent/student contract may be ordered.

● Students need to provide a medical excuse from a doctor's office for all
illnesses to be excused without consequence towards truancy.

Video and Audio Recording
School Buses
All school buses used by the school district may be equipped for the placement and

operation of a video camera. The school district will post a notice in a conspicuous location
informing students that their conversations or actions may be recorded. The school district may
use a video recording of the actions of student passengers as evidence in any disciplinary action
arising from the students’ misconduct on the bus.

Places Other Than Buses
The school district buildings and grounds may be equipped with video cameras. Video

surveillance may occur in any school district building or on any school district property. Video
surveillance of locker rooms or bathrooms will only be utilized in extreme situations, with
extraordinary controls, and only as expressly approved by the superintendent.

PART II — ACADEMICS

Cheating and Plagiarism
Cheating and plagiarism are prohibited. Students who cheat or commit plagiarism on any

test or assignment will be given a failing grade for that test or assignment and will be disciplined in
accordance with the school district’s “Student Discipline” policy (Policy #506).

Field Trips
Field trips may be offered to supplement student learning in which students voluntarily

participate and, if so, students who participate may be charged. Students will not be required to
pay for instructional trips that take place during the school day, relate directly to a course of study,
and require student participation.

Grades
Students’ report cards are available at mid quarter conferences, we do not mail them home.

Students' progress may be viewed anytime online throughout the school year via Parent Portal.
Contact the CMS Guidance Office if you need help getting that set up.

Promotion and Retention
Promotion from grades 5-8 will be based upon student achievement in all academic areas of

study. In order to advance from one grade to the next in sequence, a student must not:
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1. Fail 2 or more year-long courses; this will show as an “F” or “Does Not Meet”
OR
2. Fail a combination of 3 quarter courses and 1 year-long course

Students not meeting these criteria will be given the option to complete all terms and
conditions of the Cloquet Middle School summer school program. Students not choosing to attend
the summer school program OR not meeting the conditions set forth to pass summer school may
be retained.

Summer School
The school district may provide summer school learning opportunities. Requirements for

summer school vary from grade to grade.  Class failure, teacher recommendation, and parent
request are all potential pathways to summer school availability.  For more information, contact the
CMS Guidance Office.

PART III — RULES AND DISCIPLINE

Attendance
Regular school attendance is directly related to success in academic work, benefits students

socially, provides opportunities for important communications between teachers and students, and
establishes regular habits of dependability. For detailed information, see the district “Student
Attendance” policy on the district website (policy #503).

Bullying Prohibition
The school district is committed to providing a safe and respectful learning environment for

all students. Acts of bullying, in any form, by either an individual student or a group of students, are
prohibited on school district property, at school-related functions or activities, on school
transportation, and by misuse of technology. For detailed information, see the school district’s
“Bullying Prohibition” policy on the district website (policy #514).

Buses – School Buses Conduct and Consequences for Misbehavior
Riding the school bus is a privilege, not a right. The school district’s general student

behavior rules are in effect for all students on school buses, including nonpublic and charter school
students. The school district will not provide transportation for students whose transportation
privileges have been revoked.

The school district is committed to transporting students in a safe and orderly manner. To
accomplish this, student riders are expected to follow school district rules for waiting at a school
bus stop and for riding on a school bus.

While waiting for the bus or after being dropped off at a school bus stop, all students must
comply with the following rules:

● Get to the bus stop five minutes before your scheduled pick up time. The school bus
driver will not wait for late students.

● Respect the property of others while waiting at the bus stop.
● Keep your arms, legs, and belongings to yourself.
● Use appropriate language.
● Stay away from the street, road, or highway when waiting for the bus.
● Wait until the bus stops before approaching the bus.
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● After getting off the bus, move away from the bus.
● If you must cross the street, always cross in front of the bus where the driver can see

you. Wait for the driver to signal to you before crossing the street.
● No fighting, harassment, intimidation, or horseplay.
● No use of alcohol, tobacco, or drugs.

While riding a school bus, all riders must comply with the following rules:
● Follow the driver’s directions at all times.
● Remain seated facing forward while the bus is in motion.
● Talk quietly and use appropriate language.
● Keep all parts of your body inside the bus.
● Keep arms, legs, and belongings to yourself and out of the aisle.
● No fighting, harassment, intimidation, or horseplay.
● Do not throw any object.
● No eating, drinking, or use of alcohol, tobacco, or drugs.
● Do not bring any weapons or dangerous objects on the school bus.
● Do not damage the school bus.

Consequences for school bus/bus stop misconduct will be imposed by the school district
under administrative discipline procedures. All school bus/bus stop misconduct will be reported to
the school district’s transportation safety director. Serious misconduct may be reported to local law
enforcement.

● Repeated misconduct on the bus may result in suspension of bus privileges.

Cell Phones and Other Electronic Communication Devices
The school district holds high expectations for student behavior, academic integrity and

responsible use of existing and emerging technologies such as cellular phones, digital
picture/video cameras and/or phones and other personal electronic devices capable of capturing
and/or transmitting data or images. Students who possess and/or use such devices at school or
school sponsored events shall demonstrate the greatest respect for the educational environment
and the rights and privacy of all individuals within the school community. The Cloquet Middle
School highly recommends that all personal electronic devices be left at home. School issued
devices can be used for all school-related electronic needs. Cloquet Middle School will not be
responsible for lost, stolen or damaged personal electronic devices. Standards for responsible use
at school, on buses or at school activities:

Respect for the educational environment:
● Cellular phones, earbuds, and other personal electronic devices shall be turned off

and kept in the student’s locker during school hours. They are prohibited in any
classroom during the school day unless specifically needed for the classroom activity
(ie.. MCA tests, etc..)

● Students shall not use any electronic device that in any way disrupts or detracts from
the educational environment.

● Students will not be allowed to leave class in response to any electronic device.
● Cellular phones and other devices may be used appropriately and respectfully before

and after classes, in common areas such as near lockers or the cafeteria or outside
on school grounds.

● With prior approval of the school principal, teachers may permit the purposeful use of
personal electronic devices in support of curriculum learning objectives.
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● In the case of medical necessity or emergency, a student shall be permitted to
possess or use a cell phone or other personal electronic device provided the student
receives advanced authorization from the school principal.

Respect for privacy rights:
● Students shall not photograph or videotape other individuals at school or at school

sponsored activities without their knowledge and consent, except for activities
considered to be in the public arena such as sporting events or public performances.

● Students shall not e-mail, post to the internet or otherwise electronically transmit
images of other individuals taken at school without their expressed written consent.

● Use of cellular phones or other personal electronic devices is strictly prohibited in
locker rooms and restrooms.

● First Infraction – An employee shall direct the student to turn off the device.
The employee shall then confiscate the device and turn it into the school
office, where the student may retrieve it at the end of the school day.

● Second Infraction – The second infraction shall result in confiscation of the
device, which is to be turned in to the school office. The parents/guardians will
be notified and must come in and pick up the device. A warning will be given
that the next infraction will result in the termination of the right to possess a
cellular phone or any electronic device at school for a period of 45 days.

● Third Infraction – The third infraction shall result in confiscation of the device,
which is to be turned into the school office, notification of parent/guardian, and
termination of the right to possess a cellular phone or any electronic device at
school for a period of 45 days.

● Repeated or Severe Infraction – Any violation of this policy may also, at the
principal’s discretion, result in additional disciplinary action.

Discipline
Misbehavior by one student can disrupt the learning process for many other students. In

addition, students must learn to practice good safety habits, value academic honesty, respect the
rights of others, and obey the law. For detailed information on the Student Code of Conduct and
consequences for violations, see the “Student Discipline” policy on the district website (policy
#506).

Dress and Appearance
Students are encouraged to be dressed appropriately for school activities and in keeping

with community standards.
● Appropriate clothing includes, but is not limited to, the following:

■ Clothing appropriate for the weather.
■ Clothing that does not create a health or safety hazard.
■ Clothing appropriate for the activity (i.e., physical education or the classroom).

● Inappropriate clothing includes, but is not limited to, the following:
■ Clothing with violent language or images.
■ Clothing with images or language regarding alcohol/drugs/tobacco.
■ Clothing with hate speech, profanity, or pornography.

● Hats/Hoods
■ Hats and hood may be worn with the understanding that a student's eyes

and ears must be visible at all times.
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Drug-Free School and Workplace
The possession and use of alcohol, controlled substances, and toxic substances are

prohibited at school or in any other school location before, during, or after school hours.
Paraphernalia associated with controlled substances also is prohibited. The school district will
discipline or take appropriate action against anyone who violates this policy.

District policy is not violated when a person brings a controlled substance that has a
currently accepted medical treatment into a school location for personal use if the person has a
physician’s prescription for the substance except marijuana is not allowed on school property even
if prescribed. Students who have prescriptions must comply with the school district’s “Student
Medication” policy. The school district will provide an instructional program in every elementary and
secondary school on chemical abuse and the prevention of chemical dependency.

Harassment and Violence Prohibition
The school district strives to maintain a learning and working environment free from

harassment and violence on the basis of race, color, creed, religion, national origin, sex, gender,
age, marital status, familial status, status with regard to public assistance, sexual orientation, or
disability. The school district prohibits any form of harassment or violence on the basis of race,
color, creed, religion, national origin, sex, gender, age, marital status, familial status, status with
regard to public assistance, sexual orientation, or disability. Detailed information on the school
district’s “Student Sex Nondiscrimination” policy on the district website  (policy #522).

Hazing Prohibition
Hazing is prohibited. No student will plan, direct, encourage, aid, or engage in hazing.

Students who violate this rule will be subject to disciplinary action pursuant to the school district’s
“Student Discipline” policy. Please see the school district’s “Hazing Prohibition” policy on the district
website (policy #526).

Internet Acceptable Use
All school district students have conditional access to the school district’s computer system,

including Internet access, for limited educational purposes, including use of the system for
classroom activities, educational research, and professional and career development. Use of the
school district’s system is a privilege, not a right. Unacceptable use of the school district’s
computer system or the Internet may result in one or more of the following consequences:
suspension or cancellation of use or access privileges; payments for damages and repairs;
discipline under other appropriate school district policies, including, but not limited to, suspension,
expulsion, or exclusion; or civil or criminal liability under other applicable laws.

A copy of the school district’s “Internet Acceptable Use” policy is available on the district
website (policy #524).

Students will receive a copy of the school district’s “Internet Acceptable Use” policy and are
expected to understand and agree to abide by the policy as a condition of use of the school
district’s computer system. All students who wish to use the school district’s computer system must
sign the Internet Use Agreement form.

Tobacco-Free Schools; Possession and Use of Tobacco, Tobacco-Related
Devices, and Electronic Delivery Devices; Vaping Awareness and Prevention
Instruction

School district students and staff have the right to learn and work in an environment that is
tobacco free. School policy is violated by any individual’s use of tobacco, tobacco-related devices,
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or carrying or using activated electronic delivery devices in a public school, on school grounds, in
any school-owned vehicles, or at any school events or activities. Students may not possess any
type of tobacco, tobacco-related devices, or electronic delivery devices in a public school, on
school grounds, in any school-owned vehicles, or at any school events or activities. Any student
who violates this policy is subject to school district discipline. For detailed information on the school
district’s “Tobacco-Free Environment; Possession and Use of Tobacco, Tobacco-Related Devices,
and Electronic Delivery Devices; Vaping Awareness and Prevention Instruction” policy on the
district website.

The following consequences will apply regarding student use and/or possession of alcohol,
tobacco, vapes or drugs:

● First violation: Student will be suspended out of school 1 day and are required to
attend a re-entry meeting with school staff and their parent/guardian.

● Second violation: Student will receive a ticket from the police.  Student will also be
assigned two days of In School Suspension and will complete the INDEPTH program created by
the American Lung Association which consists of four fifty minute education sessions.

● Third and subsequent violations: Student will be ticketed and suspended out of
school for 3 days. Student will be required to participate in a re-entry restorative circle with school
and Carlton County Restorative Justice staff.

Vandalism
Vandalism of any district property is prohibited. Violators will be disciplined and may be

reported to law enforcement officials.

Weapons Prohibition
No person will possess, use, or distribute a weapon when in a school location except as

provided in school district policy. A “weapon” means any object, device, or instrument designed as
a weapon or through its use is capable of threatening or producing bodily harm or which may be
used to inflict self-injury including, but not limited to, any firearm, whether loaded or unloaded;
airguns; pellet guns; BB guns; all knives; blades; clubs; metal knuckles; nunchucks; throwing stars;
explosives; fireworks; mace and other propellants; stun guns; ammunition; poisons; chains; arrows;
and objects that have been modified to serve as a weapon. A weapon also includes look-alike
weapons.

Appropriate discipline and action will be taken against any person who violates this policy.
The school district does not allow the possession, use, or distribution of weapons by students.
Discipline of students can include:  immediate out-of-school suspension; confiscation of the
weapon; immediate notification of police; parent or guardian notification; and recommendation to
the superintendent of dismissal for a period of time not to exceed one year. The building principal
shall, as soon as practicable, refer to the criminal justice or juvenile delinquency system, as
appropriate, a student who brings a firearm to school unlawfully. A student who brings a firearm to
school will be expelled for at least one year, subject to school district discretion on a case-by-case
basis. You can locate the “School Weapons” policy on the district website (policy #501).

PART IV — HEALTH AND SAFETY

Accidents
All student injuries that occur at school, at school-sponsored activities, or on school

transportation should be reported to the teacher or adult in charge immediately.
Parents/guardians of an injured student will be notified as soon as possible. If the student requires
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immediate medical attention, the principal or other district leader will call 911 or seek emergency
medical treatment and then contact the parent(s).

Crisis Management
The school district has developed a “Crisis Management” policy. Each school building has

its own building-specific crisis management plan. Students and parents can be provided with
information as to district- and school-specific plans.  Contact the CMS Main Office for more details.

The “Crisis Management” policy addresses a range of potential crisis situations in the school
district. The school district has developed general crisis procedures for securing buildings,
classroom evacuation, campus evacuation, sheltering, and communication procedures. The school
district will conduct lock-down drills, fire drills, and a tornado drill. Building plans include classroom
and building evacuation procedures.

Emergency Contact Information
In the event of an emergency at school parents will be notified via email and via voice

message from the district office.  Be sure that your contact information is accurate in Infinite
Campus.  Please notify the CMS Main Office if there are changes to your contact information
during the school year.

Health Information

First Aid
The nurse’s office is equipped to handle minor injuries requiring first aid. If the nurse’s office

is not open, assistance can be sought from the building’s administrative office. If a student
experiences a more serious medical emergency at school, 911 will be called and/or a
parent/guardian will be contacted depending on the situation.

Health Service
The student health office is staffed by a trained nurse.

Students who become sick at school should ask their teacher to go to the nurses office.In
the event of an emergency, the nurse will evaluate the situation and determine if 911 should be
called.  The nurse will contact parent/guardian as soon as reasonably possible.

In the event that a student is too ill to continue the day at school the nurse will contact
parent/guardian and arrange for students to go home early.

A parent/guardian should notify the school if his/her child is unable to attend school because
of illness. Contact the CMS Main Office as soon as possible that morning.

Immunizations
All students must provide proof of immunization or submit appropriate documentation

exempting them from such immunizations in order to enroll or remain enrolled. Students may be
exempted from the immunization requirement when the immunization of the student is
contraindicated for medical reasons; laboratory confirmation of adequate immunity exists; or due to
the conscientiously held beliefs of the parents/guardians or student. The school district will
maintain a file containing the immunization records for each student in attendance at the school
district for at least five years after the student reaches the age of 18. For a copy of the
immunization schedule or to obtain an exemption form or information, contact the CMS School
Nurses Office.

13



Medications at School During the School Day
The school district acknowledges that some students may require prescribed medication

during the school day. The administration of prescription medications at school requires a
completed signed request from the student’s parent. A “Cloquet Public Schools Medication
Administration Authorization” form must be completed once a year and/or when a change in the
prescription or requirements for administration occurs. Prescription medications must be brought to
school in the original container labeled for the student by a pharmacist, and must be administered
in a manner consistent with the instructions on the label. Prescription medications are not to be
carried by the student, but will be left in the CMS Nurses Office. Exceptions that may be allowed
include:  prescription asthma medications administered with an inhaler pursuant to school district
policy and procedures, medications administered as noted in a written agreement between the
school district and parent or as specified in an Individualized Education Program (IEP), a plan
developed under Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act (§504 Plan), or an individual health plan
(IHP). The school district is to be notified of any change in administration of a student’s prescription
medication.  For further information please see the district policy on the district website (policy
#516).

Pesticide Application Notice
The school district may plan to apply pesticide(s) on school property. To the extent the

school district applies certain pesticides, the school district will provide a notice by September 15
as to the school district’s plan to use these pesticides.  A parent may request to be notified prior to
the application of certain pesticides on days different from those specified in the notice. Additional
information regarding what pesticides are used, the schedule of pesticide applications, and the
long-term health effects of the class of pesticide on children can be requested by contacting the
District Building and Grounds Director.  That office is located at the Cloquet District Office
(879-6721).

Visitors in District Buildings
Parents/guardians and community members are welcome to visit the schools. To ensure the

safety of those in the school and to avoid disruption to the learning environment, all visitors must
report directly to the CMS Main Office upon entering the building, with the exception of events
open to the public. All visitors will be required to sign in at the CMS Main Office and to wear a
“visitors badge” while in the building during the school day.

Visitors must have the approval of the principal before visiting a classroom during
instructional time.  An individual or group may be denied permission to visit a school or school
property, or such permission may be revoked, if the visitor does not comply with school district
procedures or if the visit is not in the best interests of the students, employees, or the school
district.

● Students are not allowed to bring visitors to school without prior permission
from the principal.
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